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THIS gem on the Devon coast
is ‘a very easy place to fall in
love with’ says the owner

pages 28 and 29

Bantham charm

Yealmpton magic
Good weather
helped to draw
crowds to a 
traditional 
summer delight 
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Now we can put up
the fight of our life

Buy this picture at www.buypicture.net Greg Taylor1607167657
Marian Newman has ‘best boiled fruit cake’ and ‘best  arrangement to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday’ and Pauline Jeste has the

‘best bazaar item’ at Diptford and district show – pictures and report page two

£35,000 raised to
meet legal costs

by TOBY LEIGH
THE owners of a small wood-
land regeneration project near
South Brent are celebrating after
raising £35,000 to fight a
Dartmoor National Park plan-
ning decision.

Doug King-Smith and his family
own and manage The Hillyfield – 45
acres of woodland and pasture just
south of Harbourneford. Since 2009,
they have worked to rejuvenate the
woods and manage them sustain-
ably.

The task has been made harder by
the discovery of sudden oak death in
some of the trees, meaning the
planned programme of felling
conifer and replanting with mixed
broadleaf has had to be drastically
accelerated.

In order to make The Hillyfield
financially sustainable and pay for
the felling and replanting, Doug and

his team sell seasoned firewood and
timber. To dry properly and within a
reasonable time this needs to be
stored under cover, but Dartmoor
National Park Authority has refused
permission for permanent sheds to
be built for drying and machinery
storage under permitted develop-
ment – meaning full planning per-
mission must be sought.

When Doug appealed the deci-
sion, he says he was immediately
served with enforcement notices
ordering the removal of all struc-
tures at The Hillyfield – down to the
sheds housing the compost toilets.
His appeal now has to encompass
the enforcement notices as well.

Turn to page three

WETSUITS
R I D I N G  T H E  W A V E S

ASHBY’S
O F  K I N G S B R I D G E
East Charleton, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 2AP
Tel: 01548 531625 • Web: ashbysonline.co.uk

Email: sales@ashbysonline.co.uk

Wetsuits Adult & Kids, Shorties,
Full Suits & Longjohns, Neoprene Boots, 
Gloves & Hoods, Spraytops & Leggings,

Dive Knives, Drybags & Towels, Fins,
Masks & Snorkles,

ALL LEADING BRANDS STOCKED

UNIT 18, KAY CLOSE, NEWNHAM IND. ESTATE, PLYMPTON, PL7 4LU
Visit us at www.amtmotorservices.co.uk

01752 338822

MOTs £30.00

MOT AND INTERIM SERVICE
from £80.00

MOT AND FULL SERVICE
from £170.00
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From page one
In recent months, the

family has been putting
all its energy into run-
ning a crowdfunder
campaign to raise funds
for legal fees for the
appeal. And now, to
Doug's ‘great relief’, the
target has been
reached.

He said it was ‘really
good to be back on the
land and open to vol-
unteers again’. 

Now the crowd fun-
der campaign is over
the family is straight
back into work after six
weeks of ‘literally just
feeding the chickens’. 

A new access track
has been completed,
and progress made
repairing a wooden
bridge – projects he
describes as ‘adding
value’ to the land. 

The Hillyfield is still
under a plant health
order, with acres of
larch affected by phy-
tophthora needing to
be felled by late
autumn. While this sea-
sonal task has not been
held up by the
fundraising campaign,
Doug says he would
have liked to have
filled his temporary
drying barn with fire-
wood.

As the appeal hear-
ing has now been
pushed back to March

Becky Strong

Following the success of his fundraising campaign for legal fees,
Doug King-Smith is enjoying being back at work in the woods

2017, the planning bat-
tle means The Hilly-
field has effectively
missed two valuable
winters’ drying time.

Doug is also spend-
ing time organising the
many rewards put up
by local businesses and
individuals, for which
people had pledged
donations. 

Well known Sharp-
ham Estate forager
Brigit-Anna McNeill
led a workshop at the
Hillyfield last weekend,
showing a group how
to forage for and pre-
pare a wild feast. Brigit-
Anna was fresh from
an appearance on
BBC’s Countryfile,
which had filmed at
Sharpham earlier in the
month. 

Doug said: ‘It felt
really good for the peo-
ple that supported the
project to come out to
the land, to see it and
actually eat it.’

The Hillyfield has
attracted other signifi-
cant supporters over
the course of its cam-
paign, including the
Dartmoor Society, the
chair of the Govern-
ment's Independent
Panel on Forestry
Bishop of Liverpool
James Jones, and senior
National Trust Dart-
moor employee Adrian
Colston. 

The right reverend
Jones wrote to offer his
support to Doug, say-
ing he was ‘inspired by
the initiative and the
energy of the project’
but ‘appalled’ at the
opposition from the
national park. This
opposition, he said
demonstrated ‘how
those in authority lose
sight of the very values
that they should be
encouraging and pro-
tecting.’

He continued: ‘They
should be working with
you and not against
you. 

‘And especially in
the current climate
when public resources
will be increasingly
hard to find those in

Big guns line up to support
Dartmoor’s woodcraft folk 
‘It’s really
good to be

back on
the land’

authority should be
championing local ini-
tiatives such as yours
that mobilise the
release of the wealth of
time, energy and vol-
untary labour.’

Dr Tom Greeves,
chair of the Dartmoor
Society said: ‘The
Dartmoor Society is
fully supportive of
Hillyfield. I have visit-
ed the site and am very
impressed by the dedi-
cation, commitment
and activities of Doug
and Claire King-Smith
and their colleagues. 

‘We are delighted
that the crowdfunding
campaign has been suc-
cessful, but are dis-
mayed that Dartmoor
National Park Auth-
ority should be pursu-
ing enforcement notices
on structures that are
clearly useful to sus-
tainable woodland
management, which
cannot be seen from
any significant public
viewpoint, and some of
which Hillyfield, entire-
ly reasonably, wish to
replace with even more
appropriate structures,

especially those for dry-
ing wood. 

‘This woodland does
not threaten the nation-
al park’s integrity or
ethos in any way. In
fact, it is a fine example
of good environmental
practice which should
be celebrated and sup-
ported by the national
park. I shall be writing
to DNPA to urge them
to abandon their
enforcement process.’

Doug himself said:
‘What’s come out of
this is positive as well
as negative. It’s not just
about protecting what
we’re doing, but it may
be an opportunity to
show another side of
Dartmoor rather than
just the upland, grazed
area. 

‘These wooded
fringes are really val-
ued by people, and
they really want to see
them working.

‘I’m really humbled
to have received sup-
port from so many peo-
ple, and local business-
es. It’s amazing how
generous people have
been. 

‘From freshly baked
bread, to meals in pubs,
to walks on Dartmoor,
we’ve even got a com-
pany coming to cull
deer and butcher the
venison. 

‘People have been
incredibly generous
with their skills. 

'The next big thing is
the public inquiry,
which will be in the
first two weeks of
March at Bovey Tracey.

‘If people want to let
DNPA know what they
think, they can come
along.’

Westcountry

Self

Storage

Westcountry

Self

Storage
Dry, secure, internal and

container self storage

From

£10.00
per week

(plus VAT)
For details telephone

01803 813943
Totnes Road, Ipplepen

Newton Abbot TQ12 5TN

On A381 Totnes to
Newton Abbot main road

www.westcountryselfstorage.co.uk 

Call us now to discuss your legal requirements 
for personal and business matters.

Windeatts, the law fi rm you can talk to

www.windeatts.co.uk

TOTNES 
Tel 01803 862233

KINGSBRIDGE
Tel 01548 852727

KINGSBRIDGE
PHYSIOTHERAPY

CLINIC

David Barrow
HCPC Reg Physiotherapist PH70362

Chartered Physiotherapist CSP 073216

Telephone 01548 581175

GET THE BEST OUT OF
YOUR HEARING

Dispensing the very latest technology, including the
new invisible hearing instruments

www.devonhearingcare.co.uk
97 Fore Street, Kingsbridge

• Hearing
Assessments

• 30 Day Trials

• Tinnitus Solutions

• Wax Removal

• Home Visits
Available

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TODAY BY CALLING
01548 852852

Lynn Falzarano FSHAA

Jump aboard and sail the
high seas with
Blueriver Cottages
Come and see us at
Salcombe Regatta on
Sunday 31st July,
we would love to
see you

Kingsbridge 01548 436406
Dartmouth 01803 833682
www.bluerivercottages.co.uk


